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OUR RECENT EXPERIENCE...



DECOLONISING MUSEUMS

Guest Lecture on Indigenous Data 
Sovereingty to Decolonising Museums 
class in Museum Studies at New York 
University 

Wk13: An Infrastructure Strategy: 
Murkutu, Local Contexts, & TK Labels

Wk14: Decolonial Digital Futures for 
Action

Guide to Indigenous Land and Territorial 
Acknowledgements for Cultural 
Institutions



Indigenous Curation: How Community Voices, 
Tribal History and Native Art Can Inform 
Information Science – Webinar 20/5/19
As mainstream museums work towards including Native voice 
(McMaster 2012), and as Native artists continue to assert their 
visual sovereignty (Rickard 1995, 2017) the role of the 
curator has been questioned, reformulated and challenged. 

As Native scholars continue to gain access to museum spaces, 
the opportunity to include various types of specific 
indigenous knowledges become apparent, in both research 
and practice (Igloliorte 2017, Jahnke 2006).

This presentation examines the process of research and 
community engagement required to create "Preston 
Singletary: Raven and The Box of Daylight" an exhibition 
organized by the Museum of Glass in Tacoma. 

The exhibit presents an iconic Tlingit story shared by all Tlingit 
people. The shared nature of the story added an additional 
layer of work and accountability to the process, as both the 
artist and the curator are Tlingit. 

Dr. Miranda Belarde-Lewis



CONTEXT FOR THE TALK

WAI262

Ownership and use of Maori knowledge, 
cultural expressions, indigenous species of 
flora and fauna (taonga), and

Inventions and products derived from 
indigenous flora and fauna and/or 
utilising Maori knowledge.

Trade marks Maori Advisory Committee

Patents Maori Advisory Committee

Plant Variety Rights Act under review

Nagoya Protocol

The Nagoya Protocol on Access to 
Genetic Resources and the Fair and 
Equitable Sharing of Benefits

 Access obligations

 Benefit sharing obligations

 Compliance obligations

Concerned with genetic resources and 
traditional knowledge



INDIGENOUS DATA SOVEREIGNTY

Data Sovereignty states that data is subject 
to the laws of the nation within which it is 
stored

Indigenous Data Sovereignty states that 
data is subject to the laws of the nation 
from which it is collected (including Tribal 
nations)

Free to download

From ANU press



INDIGENOUS DATA SOVEREIGNTY

Data Sovereignty implies that data is 
subject to the protocols of the institution
within which it is stored

Indigenous Data Sovereignty expects that 
data is subject to the protocols of the 
nation from which it is collected (including 
Tribal nations)

Free to download

From ANU press



MĀORI DATA SOVEREIGNTY

Is the right of Māori to access, to use, to have 
governance and control over Māori Data.

1. Data for Governance

Access and Use to transform the lives of our people.

2. Governance of Data 

Governance and Control to ensure that data use is relevant and 
responsive.



OUR PEOPLES HAVE ALWAYS BEEN 

DATA EXPERTS



IMPLICATIONS FOR CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS

1. Rights and interests of ‘traditional owners’
Implications for ‘Data for Governance’

2. Digitising collections increases public accessibility
Implications for ‘Governance of Data’

3. Data is embedded in artefacts
Implications for traditional knowledge

4. Artefacts can be the source of new data
Implications for genetic resources (paleogenomics)

5. Guardianship responsibilities for indigenous data
Accountability, authenticity, engagement, & benefit-sharing



THE CHALLENGES

Every Indigenous community has enormous collections of tangible 
and intangible cultural material collected over the long periods of 
colonialism held in archives, museums, libraries and online 
databases.  

Significant information about these collections, including individual 
and community names, is missing.

Indigenous peoples and communities are largely not the legal 
rights holders. 

Vast amounts of copyright material as well as public domain 
material is being digitized and circulated. Copyright (specific uses 
and permissions) and Public Domain (any uses and no permissions) 
materials create problems for Indigenous communities.

Issues of ownership, as well as the incomplete and significant 
mistakes in the metadata, continue throughout the digital lives of 
this material.



CONTROL SERVES RIGHTS:  MAORI DATA 
SOVEREIGNTY AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS

Maori Data Sovereignty

Public Data

Maori Data 
Access

Indigenous 
Labels

Restricted Data

Maori Data 
Governance

Trade Secret

Protected 
Data

Intellectual 
Property 

Rights

Aspiration: Māori control of Māori data



WWW.LOCALCONTEXTS.ORG

Local Contexts is an initiative to support Native, First Nations, Aboriginal, Inuit, 
Metis and Indigenous communities in the management of their intellectual 
property and cultural heritage specifically within the digital environment.

Local Contexts provides legal, extra-legal, and educational strategies for 
navigating copyright law and the public domain status of this valuable cultural 
heritage. 

By providing strategic resources and practical solutions, Local Contexts and our 
partners are working towards a new paradigm of rights and responsibilities 
that recognizes the inherent sovereignty that Indigenous communities have 
over their cultural heritage.



WHAT DO THE TK LABELS DO? 

• TK Labels:

• Puts data in context

• Makes visible provenance and the ethics of collection

• Foregrounds relationships that make research 
possible

• Connects data to people, to environments and to 
relationships over time





CULTURAL INSTITUTION LABELS

The CI (Cultural Institution) 
Labels are specifically for 
archives, museums, libraries 
and universities who are 
engaging in processes of 
collaboration and trust building 
with Indigenous and other 
marginalized communities who 
have been excluded and 
written out of the record 
through colonial processes of 
documentation and record 
keeping. 





















NEXT STEPS...
INDIGENOUS ORIGIN LABELS

Context: Proliferation of genome 
sequencing in New Zealand and 
Internationally

Challenge: maintain rights of Indigenous 
communities to their genetic resources in 
an open data environment

Concept: develop indigenous origin 
labels to support appropriate use of 
genetic resources and facilitate 
pathways for benefit-sharing





1. INCREASE AWARENESS OF INDIGENOUS ISSUES
2. PROMOTE BETTER PUBLICATION PRACTICES

Policies

a. Disclosure of origin 
statements

b. Disclosure of community 
support statements 
(collective consent) 

c. Data Availability statements

d. Partnering around 
development and 
implementation of 
Indigenous Origin Labels

Principles

(i) Indigenous communities decide whether their 
genomics data and associated metadata are 
publically available or accessible on request;

(ii) the provenance of Indigenous samples and 
genomics data must be transparent, disclosed in 
publications, and maintained with the data; and

(iii) credit should be given to Indigenous communities 
to support future use and benefit sharing agreements 
as appropriate.



FOMA Innovation & Genomics Aotearoa

Workshop: Protecting Māori Data & the Biosphere

Wednesday 5th June 2019, 

Naumai Room, Te Puni Kokiri, Wellington

*please RSVP for catering purposes to taongaspecies.project@gmail.com

10.00 Mihi - Introductions

10.15
Overview of the CBD and Nagoya Protocol

Naming the Challenges: Te Mana Raraunga, FOMA Innovation, Central Government, Iwi

11.15
Protecting Cultural Heritage: Traditional Knowledge Labels, Dr Jane Anderson, NYU

12.00 Kai

01.00
Protecting interests in the Biosphere: 

Indigenous Origin Labels and Indigenous Provenance Fields

02.00 Discussions & feedback

03.00 Whakawātea




